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Amazing Cat Rescue 
It Took a Village!
   After being stuck on top of 
a 45-foot utility pole in Milan 
for 4 days, a black and white 
cat, now named Nina, is warm, 
safe, and dry and has been 
adopted by the Milan resident 
who initially called HSHV to 
report that the cat was on top 
of the pole and wasn’t coming 
down on its own.

   “Cats will often run up a tree or a pole in flight from a predator.  But 
they can usually get themselves down again.  They just need to get hungry 
enough.  Obviously it takes more courage and more skill to go down than 
it does to go up.  Because we know they can get down and because going 
up after them can cause them to fall we prefer to let them come down on 
their own.  In this particular situation the cat wanted to come down, but 
just couldn’t muster the courage to do it,” said Julie Curtis, the head of 
HSHV’s Animal Rescue and Cruelty Investigation Department.

   The neighbors were all wonderful, including Milan’s Schultz Motors.  They 
were all very concerned for the cat and kept close tabs on how she was 
doing.  They even made sure to keep their dogs inside so as not to scare 
the cat in hopes she would eventually come down.

HSHV also kept an eye on the 
cat and tried to wait her out, but 
on day 3 decided to take more 
serious action and started calling 
tree service companies.  “We 
had trouble finding a company 
willing to help, but on the 
morning of day 4, after one call 
to Ann Arbor’s McFarland Tree 
Service we had a community 
partner willing to rescue the cat,” 
said Tanya Hilgendorf, Executive 
Director.  

   When the employee in the lift from McFarland’s got close to the cat, she 
was so happy to be rescued that she actually jumped into his arms.  The 
cat was taken to the Humane Society of Huron Valley and although a bit 
hungry was no worse for the wear. “Everyone here at McFarland’s was 
grateful we had the time to help the Humane Society, and it was the right 
thing to do,” said Sherry Keeney, owner of McFarland’s Tree Service.

   “We are so relieved that this cat is okay and has a new home, and we are 
very grateful to all the compassionate people in the neighborhood and to 
the generosity of McFarland Tree Service for ensuring a happy ending,” 
said Hilgendorf.

 
HSHV now offers a web-page 
dedicated to assisting community 
members that have lost or found 
a pet in Washtenaw County, 
Canton and Plymouth. This 
service was established so that 
people have one specific place 
to post information, and one 
dedicated place for people in 
these areas to check for pets that 
have strayed from home. 

You should also file a lost pet 
report with HSHV by calling us at 
(734) 662-5585. We recommend 
that you come in person to HSHV 
at least every other day to check 
for your lost pet.  

For security purposes, we ask 
that you register in order to post 
any reports. However, on the 
registration page you have the 
option to opt out of any further 
e-mail communication from 
HSHV. We will never give away, 
sell, or trade your information to 
anyone else.

Go to:
hshv.convio.net/lostandfound

HSHV’s 
Lost & Found 
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Special Gifts 
The following is a list of gifts made between February 1 – 
March 31, 2009 to the Humane Society of Huron Valley in 
memory or honor of family, friends, and pets.  We express our 
sincere thanks for these tributes.  Gifts received after March 
31, 2009 will be acknowledged in our next issue of Shelter Life.  
Please accept our apologies for any unintentional errors or 
omissions.  For corrections, please notify us at 734.661.3530 
or donations@hshv.org.

People Honoraria 
In Honor of...

Amanda Dale Smith from Claudiu Coltea
Amanda Metcalf from Justin Van Aken
Basil Babcock: happy birthday! from Shauna 		
	 Babcock and Gary Snyderman
Brennan & Claire Leson from Lexie Bopp
Candis Stern from Melanie Hoff
Chris Dronen from Marci Hannewald
Chris Ossenmacher: happy birthday!			 
	 from Ryan and Becky Ossenmacher
Chris Zavrel from Nancy Zavrel
David Milner from Bonnie Wilkinson
Denise Ballou from JoAnn Edwards
Diane Hill from Stephen Hill
Eric Apollo from Sharon Apollo
Jennifer L. Smith from Laurie Shaw-Smith
Jess Norris: happy birthday! 
	 from Debra and Kevin Michaels
	 from Elaine Hebda-Bauer and 
	    Charles Bauer
	 from Ted and Penny Norris
Jim Williston from Bethany Williston
John Koselka from Suzanne DeVine
Julie A. Douglas from Diana Kern
June Kureth from Anne Linn
Justin Worsham from JoAnn Edwards
Katie and Tom McGrath from Jim and 		
	 Carol Teener
Katy Downs from Mary Murphy
Kirsten Meidlinger from Julie Meidlinger
Marit Alsager from Rita and Mark Helquist
Michael Chaffee and his cat Abby from 		
	 Susan Kornfield
Michaela Landman: Happy birthday!			 
	 from Annette Walker
	 from Doug and Tara Parks		
	 from Joseph Landman and 
	    Sofia Villanueva
	 from Lori and Jerome Teevens
Minto Olof from Donald and Diane Miller
Ron Sussman from Mickie Dobrusin
Sally Peiter from Judy and Charles Koenn
Sarah Osborn from Nathaniel Osborn
Sarah Yoder from David Wozniak
Scott Stevens from Nicole Dettmer
Tanya Hilgendorf from Molly Resnik
Their wedding guests from Abby Holland 		
	 and Michael Hoenerhoff
Their wedding guests from Heather 			 
	 Strauss and Benjamin Stubbs
Tim Kohn from Erika Levin
Tyler & Trevor Searls from Lexie Bopp

People Memorium
In Memory of...
 
Angeline Giovannini from Elaine Rosenthal
Anne Blackman from Carola Grubbs
Anne Burns: a wonderful friend and neighbor who will 
	 be greatly missed from Sue and Dave Rocker
Crystal Impola 
	 from Barry Novess
	 from Glenn and Joyce Weir
	 from James Lancioni and Susan Ogden
	 from Jane and Mark Creswell
	 from Kathleen Phinney

Crystal Impola (continued)	
	 from Marjorie Hepburn
	 from Mike Roskowski
	 from Rick and Elizabeth Cornell
Dale Francis Laginess from the Ann Arbor 		
	 Country Club
Donald Robinson from Frederick and 
	 Catherine Miller
Dorothy Wise: Super sharp loving mother 		
and mother-in-law of volunteers Larry and Mary Wise 
	 from Charlene and Eugene Axelrod
Douglas Thibeault 
	 from Pat Wood
	 from Richard and Arlene Gilloz
	 from Richard and Marcy Bollinger
	 from Sandi and Robert Doolin
Edwina Flinn from George and Nancy Hewens
Elaine Olson 
	 from Chester Francke
	 from Lilly DeVleeschouwer
	 from Steven and Ann Blankenstein
Evelyn Miller from Keith Kentala
George Eisenberg from the Staff of 
	 Outpatient Oncology
George Linn 
	 from Barbara Schueler
	 from Daniel and Mary Gray
	 from Eleanor Kendrick
	 from Eric and Sharon Apollo
	 from Janet and Ross Nord
	 from June Kureth
	 from Miriam Chapman
	 from Richard and Susan Binder
	 from Sally and Douglas Smith
	 from Willard and Beatrice Otis
Jack Kaufman from Elaine Rosenthal
Janet Going 
	 from Beatrice and William Stephen
	 from Doris Maleski
	 from Erwin and Barbara Hochrein
	 from Esther Kerr
	 from Frances and Kathleen York
	 from Howard and Norma Weaver
	 from Jan Knope
	 from Jerald and Grace Brand
	 from John and Thelma Tucker
	 from Julia Van Aken
	 from Larry Stalker
	 from Lillian Frye
	 from Lois and Robert Mayne
	 from Lynette and Joe Egan
	 from Randy Miller 
	 from Richard and Dianne Fowler
	 from Richard and Nancy Niethammer
	 from Robert and Karen Murphy
	 from Robert and Wilma Burrows
	 from Susan and Martin Walsh
	 from the Dexter Vintage Car Club
	 from the Schmidt kids
	 from Tom and Terri Eder
John Mersereau 
	 from Cozette Grabb
	 from David and Sally Kennedy
	 from Dexter Mill
Joyce Head 
	 from Charles and Margaret Cooper
	 from Ruth Richards
Katie Briggs from Karen and Arthur Lindenberg
Knud Hansen from Pamela Wilson
Lucile Holtz  
	 from Bettina Zaar
	 from Cynthia Mortensen
	 from Ernest and Linda Schenk
	 from her loved ones
	 from Jeff and Kathleen Von Voigtlander
	 from Joan Weber
	 from Kevin and Laurie Wicks
	 from Kristen Strauss	
	 from Margaret Smith
	 from Marian Johnson
	 from Michael and Danielle Baitinger
	 from Phillip and Ann Davidson
	 from Sally Cushing

Lucile Holtz (continued)
	 from Sy and Anne Goldstein
	 from Tim Compton
Mabel Cobane from Adelaide Anderson
Margaret Wenzel from Alice Sano-Teachout

Marian Carter 
	 from David and Gretchen Shipley  
	 from Janann and Walter Godek
	 from Nancy and Paul Godek
Marion Shipman-Cummins from Katie Sanford
Mary Conley from the Washtenaw County 
	 OBRA Team
Michelle Martinico from Gary and Jane Sierpien
Opal Deaton 
	 from Barry Fuller
	 from Brent Royal
	 from Carol Bucata
	 from Charles Mack
	 from Cheryl and Donald Benham
	 from Cheryl Greene
	 from Clyde and Faye Barnes
	 from Eleanor Charlton
	 from Gertrude Bohms
	 from Heather and Kurin Lambert
	 from James and Betty Johnston
	 from James Curran
	 from Jan and Robert Anschuetz
	 from Kimal and Sharon Khoury
	 from Larry Connaghan and family
	 from M. J. Sorgen
	 from Mable Webb
	 from Margaret Dean
	 from Michael Ladley
	 from Morell and Carolyn Boone
	 from Rex and Phyllis Timbs
	 from Richard and Barbara Robb
	 from Teresa Barnes
	 from Thomas and Debra Power
	 from Violet and George Khoury
Penny Wenzel  
	 from Barbara Daniel
	 from Joe and Johanne Simone, 
	    and Jackie Groskcos
Phillip Smith from Jane and John Schneider
Rafael Suarez 
	 from Cynthia White
	 from Kimberly Nash and Geana Kay
Richard Friend  
	 from Alvin and Evelyn Stevens
	 from Carol Bowers and Harry Drury
	 from Mary June and Manuel Norman
	 from Paul and Beatrice Kuwik
	 from Richard and Margaret Roberts
Robert Fekety, M.D. 
	 from Suzanne Bradley, M.D.
	 from Priscilla Barrett
 	 from Christopher and Valerie Hough
	 from Jeoffrey and Ellen Stross
	 from Margaret Pavelka
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Friendship  
Garden Plaques 

General Fischer
He gave us 10 1/2 years 

of unconditional love
Debra and James Fischer

In Honor of Rosie & Sarah
For giving us 18 years of 

Love & Joy 
Carol & Tom

Moose 
In Our Hearts Forever

The Keller Family

Visit www.hshv.org for information 
about our Friendship Garden.



      7      7

7Humane Society of Huron Valley

Ron Asheton 
	 from James Williamson
	 from Maria Damon
	 from Scott Thurston
	 from Tarn Adams
Rosemary Wallman 
	 from Daryl and Cathleen Weinert
Ruth Drachenberg from Pat Van Bonn
Scott Dugas 
	 from Ann Ormandy
	 from Anne and William Reynolds
	 from Anne Kellogg
	 from Beth and Michael Haynie
	 from Bette Woods
	 from Carolyn Falsetta
	 from Chalsey Fitch, Sue Pawlowski, 
	    Pattie and Bruce McDonald
	 from Charles and Karla Beatty
	 from Cheryl Farmer
	 from Craig and Michele Towler
	 from Douglass and Doris Nowling
	 from Gerri and John Anderson
	 from Gwen and Tom Guthrie
	 from Herbert Schock
	 from James and Bradford Bush
	 from Joette and Russell Ward
	 from John and Helen Rushing
	 from John and Vickie Nowling
	 from John Dugas
	 from Katherine Gibson
	 from Kelly Powers
	 from Linda Dillion
	 from Margaret and James Young
	 from Marilyn and James Ney
	 from Patrick Smith
	 from Ronald and Evelyn Griffin
	 from Rose Nichols
	 from the Ypsilanti Police Department
	 from William and Janis Riley
Starr Kohn 
	 from Celia Kistler
	 from J. Michael Meade
	 from Andrew and Kimberly Emmert
	 from Angela Larson
	 from April Rossmann
	 from Barbara and Louis Cruzen
	 from Benjamin and Frances Wylie
	 from Charles and Nancy Van Deusen
	 from Daniel Fredendall and 
	    Martha Foley
	 from Diane and Edward Lindow
	 from Fred and Lowella Maurer
	 from Gerard and Suzanne Madej
	 from James Knight
	 from Jodie Tedesco
	 from John and Debra Hiltz
	 from John Anderson
	 from John Naughton
	 from Larry and Cheryl Hieber
	 from Larry Hiltunen
	 from Lee and Mary Fahrner
	 from Margaret Werth
	 from Marie and Don Alexander
	 from Mary Gates
	 from Mary Kirby
	 from Michael and Kathy Ruth
	 from Michael Craine
	 from Nancy Trotter
	 from Paul and Hedwig Bycofski
	 from Richard and Sherry Gershenson
	 from Roger and Wendy Wayson
	 from Roy D. Queen and Associates
	 from Susan Werth
	 from Terry and Marva Sisson
	 from Terry and Penny Burger
	 from the Taubman Company
	 from Timothy Zimmer
Sue Burton 
	 from Jack and Toni Reeves
	 from Kenneth and Sandra Lordi
	 from Lorie and Philip Arbour
	 from Ruth Ann Walker
	 from Wendell and Janet Moss

Thomas Matuscak from the Polar Buddies 		
	 Hallmark Club
Trudy Nichols from Treva Golz
Veronica Buckley from Jane and Gregory Brooks
Vina Ransom 
	 from A.L. and Carolyn Witbart
	 from Alan and Rosie Fellhauer
	 from Alice Allstetter
	 from Bruce and Betty Hammond
	 from Daniel and Elizabeth Rauser
	 from Deborah and Howard Knight
	 from Debra Wilcox
	 from Donald and Inge Roome
	 from Donald and Leslie Ransom
	 from Edward and Cynthia Swope
	 from Jim and Alia LeBaron
	 from Linda and William VanDusen
	 from Marc and Michelle Littleson
	 from Mary and Harvey Greenleaf
	 from Mary Martin
	 from Peggy Ann Kimosinski
Vina Ransom
	 from Richard and Sally Edwards
	 from Ronald and Elizabeth Clark
	 from Roy and Shirley Kruger
	 from Russell and Hilda Wanty
	 from Thomas and Joan Smetka
Virginia D. Argenbright from Toula and 
	 David Jacobson

Vivian Domenick 
	 from Donna and Pat May
	 from Leonard and Veronica Domenick
	 from Linda Young
	 from Michael and Denise Przybylski
	 from Diane and Thomas Silkworth
William Bolgos from Joanne Meyer
William Porter from Casey Coy

Pet Memorium
In Memory of...

Albert: Thanks for being a great friend to 
my sister. You will be missed. 
	 from Fran Campbell
Baby from Katherine Lewit
Brutus and Muffin from Rekha Bhise
Casey from Cynthia Perrin
Cody from Ann and David Wood
Crumpet from Susan Bahnsen
Daisy from Donna Gauss
Dugan from Debbie Kovacevich

Hope and Tina from Deborah and Thomas Benell
Jessie Fazio from Judith Pavitt
Josephine from Virginia Nagle
Kody: For 12 years of devotion from Jerry 
	 and Mary Waldyke
Lucy from Carl and Sharon Osojnak
Meiko the Cat: 1997-2009 from Gail and Tom 		
	 Honeycutt
Midnight from Carol and Donald Chisholm
Nigel from Gary and Carolyn McKeever
Nina from Jeremy Rosenberg
Rosie Robinson from Judith Pavitt
Sam from Theda Wilkins
Samantha, Sweet Stuff, Bose, Frisky, 
	 and Frolick from Sally Tauriainen
Sampson from Wellington Tsai
Senna from Wendy Bushey
Shadow from Mary Helene Chrisman
Sugar Bear Govus and Zoe Baldori from 
	 Daphne Briggs
Sunshine from Janice Tuckett
Tosca: For Liza, in memory of Tosca, from 
	 your pet-loving friends 
William: my beloved cat who won the 
	 hearts of many from Margaret Porter

Gifts from Our Community Partners
The following is a list representing businesses and 
organizations that made gifts to HSHV between 
February 1 – March 31, 2009.  We express our sincere thanks 
for these tributes.  Gifts received after March 31, 2009 will 
be acknowledged in our next issue of Shelter Life.
  
ADP
Alpha Dog Marketing
AMGEN Pac-Match Gift Program
Angelini and Associates Architects
Ann Arbor Area Pet Sitters Network
Applebee’s
AT & T United Way Campaign
Barrett Paving Materials
Bodman LLP
Brown Dog Pet Service
Capital Area United Way, INC.
Charities Foundation
Charity Motors
CitiMortgage
Classy Canines Grooming
Dogheart & Doghouse Training & Overnight Camp
Dominick DeVarti Charitable Trust
Forsythe Middle School
Hill’s Pet Nutrition
Key Foundation
Klapp Chiropractic Center
Liberty Dental
Macy’s Foundation
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Midwest Veterinary Supply, Inc.
Petco Foundation
PETsMART Charities
Pinckney Pet Sitting
Pitney Bowes
Richard and Jane Manoogian Foundation
Second to None, Inc.
Summers Knoll Elementary School
The Charity GivingStation
The Galt Company
TLC Eye Care & Laser Centers
Toyota Technical Center
United Way of West Central Connecticut
Wal-Mart Foundation

Please accept our apologies 
for any unintentional errors or 

omissions. For corrections, please 
notify us at 734.661.3530 
or donations@hshv.org.

New and Renewed  
Cage Sponsorships

Good food, a soft blanket, 
a special treat -- 

these small things 
mean a great deal to
 the dog or cat whose
new temporary home 

is our shelter.  
Thank you to our 

Cage Sponsors for providing 
a source of comfort that 
every animal deserves.

Barrett Paving Materials
Sharon and Eric Apollo
James & Laura Compton: In memory of Rocky
Donna King
Richard Niezgoda
The Tighe Family

Visit www.hshv.org for information 
on becoming a Cage Sponsor.



Calista (now Rose)
   We have had Calista (now Rose) for just under a 
week. Daisy, my other Australian Cattle Dog, and 
Rose are inseparable. Rose has learned where to go 
outside, that she must sit politely for treats, dinners 
and to have her leash attached for walks, and has 
learned both “down” and “off”.  I am so happy 
that she has joined our family. Thank you for the 
opportunity to share this wonderful little girl’s life!
-The Chandlers
 

Hudson (now Lior)
   I adopted Hudson (now named Lior). 
From the first day Lior came home, he was 
much less timid than I thought he might 
be – he popped right out of his carrier 
and started exploring the apartment and 
from that point on it’s been a pleasure to 
have him at home. He likes playing with the Cat Dancer, listening to 
the birds and the cars passing outside from his perch on the yellow 
chair in front of the window, having his neck scratched, and taking 
naps. A month on, it’s hard to imagine being at home without him.  
Thanks for taking care of him.
-Sara Blumenstein 
 

Tina (now Agie)
   Agie adopted us in mid-December after 
spending several months in foster with Dan 
and “Big Daddy” (where she was known as 
Tina).  She is the cutest thing (as cute as 90 lbs 
can be) and became a member of our family 
immediately.  She’s a lab/mastiff/Newfoundland 
mix and loves the snow and water (she got into 
the shower with me about a month ago – good 
lesson to make sure the door is all the way closed!) and has brought 
great joy to our house and hearts.  Thanks HSHV!  Here is Agie 
last week on what we think is her first birthday (2/27/09).  We’re 
wishing many, many more!
 -Matt & Kathy Collins

Happy “Tails”  
from Recent Adoptions

Please visit www.hshv.org 
to see items on our WISH LIST. 
If you don’t see the item you 

want to donate, please call us 
at 734.662.5585 before making 

a trip to HSHV. Thank you!

Our greatest wish is that all homeless animals find a loving, forever home. Please make adoption your first option.

   Play-motivated aggressive behaviors are 
common in young, active cats less than two 
years of age.  Kittens like to explore new 
areas and investigate anything that moves, 
and may bat at, pounce on and bite objects 
that resemble prey.
 
   A kitten that is separated from her family 
too early may play more roughly than a 
kitten that that has had more valuable 
family time. In addition, if humans play 
with a young kitten using their hands and/
or feet instead of toys, the kitten is liable 

to learn that rough play with people is okay. In most cases, it’s 
possible to teach your kitten or young adult cat that rough play 
isn’t acceptable behavior. It’s important to note that none of 
these methods will be very effective unless you also give your 
kitten acceptable outlets for her energy, by playing with the kitty 
regularly using appropriate toys.

Encourage Acceptable Behavior
Redirect your kitten’s aggressive behavior onto acceptable 
objects like toys.  Drag a toy along the floor to encourage your 
kitten to pounce on it, or throw a toy away from your kitten to 
give her even more exercise chasing the toy down. 

Discourage Unacceptable Behavior
You need to set the rules for your kitten’s behavior, and every 
person your cat comes in contact with should reinforce these 
rules.
Use aversives to discourage your kitten from nipping by using 
by using a squirt bottle. To use this technique effectively, you’ll 
always need to have the spray bottle or can handy and use 
immediately after rough play.

Redirect the behavior after using the aversive. After you startle 
your kitten with the aversive, IMMEDIATELY offer her a toy to 
wrestle with or to chase. This will encourage her to direct her 
rough play onto a toy instead of a person. Keep a stash of toys 
hidden in each room specifically for this purpose.

What Not to Do
Do not tap, flick or hit your kitten for rough play. Your kitten 
could become afraid of your hands, or she could interpret those 
flicks as playful moves by you and play even more roughly as a 
result.  Picking up your kitten to put her into a “timeout” could 
reinforce her behavior because she probably enjoys the physical 
contact of being picked up.

Teaching Your Kitten the 
Polite Rules of Play

Helen DePinto, HSHV’s 
Director of Behavior Programs

Each week we select a  
“107one fm Pet-of-the-Week.”  

You can hear this special pet on Thursday 
mornings at 8:30ish am on the Martin Bandyke 

morning show. We sincerely thank 107one 
fm for being such a wonderful media partner. 

Remember, if you adopt the  
“107one fm Pet-of-the-Week,” you’ll receive a 

coupon from Dogma Catmantoo, a specialty pet 
store located in downtown Ann Arbor.

Wish List


