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Humane Education Scout Program


Volunteer Led Program (2 volunteers)
Duration: 2hr 45min volunteer time, 2hr program
Program Offered: weekday evenings and Sunday mornings/afternoons

Program Details:
· All participants under 18 should have a signed minor waiver form. If waiver forms are forgotten, please continue with the program but let the guide know that we need the waivers dropped off the next day. Children who do not have a waiver may NOT interact with the animals. 
· The program fee is $7 per person, (parents and siblings also need to pay). All payments should be processed at the front desk or given directly to the Director of Humane Education. If a group does not bring their payment, just make a note on the log sheet and Director will follow up with them. 
· Program runs 2 hours 
· There is a 1:8 ratio of volunteers/children for this program  
· Maximum amount of children is 20 (including siblings)
· Maximum amount of adults is 5
· If others attend, they will need to spend their time visiting the shelter on their own and cannot be a part of the tour group
Program Preparation:
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Please arrive 40 minutes prior to the scheduled program time and sign into VIC. This will give you time to set up as well as greet groups who may arrive 10 minutes early. 
2. Have the dog volunteer determine which dog will be brought in for the animal interaction portion (dogs must have an Offsite Approved cage card to be considered for the program).  
3. Get the Scout program tub from the education center closet. Check the Scout Program binder to get updated information and then proceed to get the room ready.
4. Start up the computer and log in (Username: Volentry  Password: Volunteering1896)
a. Pull the screen down and close the blinds about ¾ of the way
b.  Open the shelter tour power point that is on the desktop
c. Be sure the clicker is working to advance the slides. 

5. If the tour is in the education center, pull the partition or have a staff member help you. Set up chairs for the number of adults attending. 
6. Towards the back of the room, set up two tables (no chairs are needed at the table).
7. Set up all materials for the craft on the tables.  Each table should have:
i. Vinyl tablecloth put on the table
ii. Fabric markers laid out
iii. Bandanas set on the table
iv. Stencils on the table
8. Count out enough pencils and bookmarks for the group and have them ready on the counter. 
9. Please wait for the group in the front lobby starting at about 10-15 minutes prior to the scheduled start time. 
Part One: Shelter Tour and Education (60 minutes)

1. When the group arrives, welcome them and show them into the education center. Children should sit on the floor and adults can sit in a chair or stand. 
2. Collect the minor waiver forms from the group leader and complete the payment slip. Let the contact person know that now is a good time for him/her to make their payment at the front desk. Give them the payment slip to take with them. 
3. If there is a donation from the group, get a donation form and the camera from the front desk and take a picture with the kids and their donations (if it is okay with the leader of their group).  Return the camera and form to the front desk. 
4. Begin the discussion by welcoming the group and introducing yourself. Then, go through the shelter tour PowerPoint to guide your discussion. Please remember not to read off of the screen, but rather to use it as something to guide you during your discussion. Please try to make the presentation as interactive as possible and allow the students to ask questions, offer answers, etc. 
5. Review the last slide on how to properly and safely walk through the shelter. 
a. Emphasize that participants should not put fingers in cages, should walk and stay with the group and should have quiet indoor voices at all times.
b. Ask parents to help you remind children of this as you walk through. Please spend time on this as it will assist you throughout the rest of the tour. 
c. Let children know that if they are unable to move safely through the shelter they will need to come back to the Education Center and miss the rest of the tour. 
6. Have the group line up at the door to the hallway (the door by the bathrooms). It works well to call a few students at a time to line up rather than having them all go at once. 
7. If there are more than 12 participants, then split them into two groups at this time. Another volunteer will assist with one of the groups. 
8. After the tour ends, please return to the Education Center. 
Part Two: Bandana Making (30 minutes)

1. Upon arriving back to the Education Center, have each child sit back on the floor. 
2. Ask students to share some of the things that they saw during their tour, specifically how we keep the animals safe, healthy and happy. 
3. Tell students that they are going to make an item for our animals to use while they are at the shelter. Discuss that they will leave the item here to help the shelter animals and not take them home.
4. Have the group turn around and look at the table. Go over the directions for the dog bandanas. Explain the benefits of them (stress relief spray and to attract adopters). Have the group brainstorm what some ideas might be for the bandanas. Tell them that when they are done, they should give you their bandana and read a book quietly on the carpet square. 
5. Split the group in half and direct half to start at one table and half to start at the other. Ask parents to help as needed. 
6. 
Part Three: Read Aloud (10 minutes)

**This is only if you need an additional activity. Please skip this if you are short on time! 
1. Ask children to meet you over on their carpet squares. Read aloud the book, “Let’s Get a Pup, Said Kate”
a. Show the pictures while you are reading! This is very important to keep the attention of the group.
b. Do a “quick” read. The book should take no longer than 10 minutes. 
2. While on volunteer is reading, the other, who is “dog walker” trained should go and get the dog we will be interacting with during the meet and greet. Additional volunteers can clean up the tables. 



Part Four: Dog Meet and Greet (15 minutes)

1. Ask the children to form a half circle and be sure to leave plenty of space in between the kids and the animal. 
2. Discuss with the group that before the dog can come into the room, they all need to have quiet voices and be sitting still on their bottoms. Do NOT bring the dog in until everyone is ready. 
3. Have the volunteer bring the dog into the room.
a. Introduce the animal and tell a little about him/her
b. Show any “tricks” he/she knows
c. Talk about how to safely meet a dog for the first time
i. Ask the person holding the leash permission to pet their dog
ii. Slow hands and body, quiet voices
iii. Hold hand out but allow the dog to come to you
iv. Pet gently on the back or chest (where the dog can see your hand)
4. Allow one or two children at a time to come and visit the dog. Follow child/Animal interaction guidelines. Be aware of children who may not want to meet the dog.
5. Once everyone has pet the dog, return him/her to the kennel. 

Part 5: Closing (5 minutes)

1. Thank the group for coming
2. Answer any questions (keep an eye on time)
3. Pass out pencils and bookmarks to participants

After the program:
· Please clean up all supplies on the tables			
· bandanas can go on Amelia’s desk
· All other materials can be carefully put back in the tub to be reused again
· Put away
· Tables and chairs (ask for help if needed or just push tables to the side of the room)
· Shut off the projector, clicker and computer
· Log information in the shelter tour basket
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