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Purpose:
The HSHV volunteer book club will be a fun opportunity for animal and book lovers to combine two of their passions while enjoying the community of like-minded volunteers.  HSHV does not imply agreement with or endorsement of the ideas presented in the books and selections will be designed to provoke conversations among participants while giving them the chance to respond and share their ideas and experiences.  

Procedure:

A variety of reading material will be selected for discussion:  novels, memoirs, and nonfiction books that range from notable animals in history to the role of animals in society today.  
Book selections will be announced at least a month prior to the meeting.  This will allow volunteers to decide if the book subject is something they are interested in reading.  It will also give them time to read the book.  Bk club meetings will typically last 1½ hours.  
Guidelines for Participating:
· The book club is open to all Paw level adult volunteers.
· Volunteer time can be recorded for attending a book club meeting, but not time spent reading the book. 

· Discussion will be moderated by a lead volunteer.

· Location of the book club can rotate between Tiny Lions and the main shelter.

· Those attending are welcome to bring a snack for the group to enjoy.
· Group discussion should end about 10-15 minutes prior to the end time to allow people sufficient time to gather personal belongings and clear the room.

· Volunteers are responsible for returning chairs and other materials brought out during the meeting.

· The lead volunteer will have prepared a list of questions to ask the group about the book selected.

· Discussion of topics should remain respectful and follow the volunteer code of conduct.
· While it may occur in some books that an animal may pass,  we want everyone to have an enjoyable experience, so sensitive topics such as euthanasia, or abuse of animals should be avoided.  
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