
 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
   
 

2026 Michigan state office 
candidate questionnaire 

Candidate Name: ______Christopher Taylor_______________________________________________ 

Candidate Address: ____1516 Granger Ave, Ann Arbor, MI 48104____________________________ 

Office Sought: _Re-election to Ann Arbor Mayor___  Locality: __Ann Arbor_____ 

Staff Contact Name: __Yasine Baccouche___ Phone: ____734-717-3500_________ 

Email: __taylorforannarbor@gmail.com_______ Website: ___taylorforannarbor.com_____ 

 

Animals play an important role in the lives of many Americans. Countless citizens look to their local 
government to protect animals from cruel treatment and exploitation. Humane-minded individuals care 
deeply about the positions their elected officials take on animal protection issues. 

For information on the range and details of our issue areas, please visit the websites of Humane World 
Action Fund (humaneaction.org) or Humane World for Animals (humaneworld.org).  

Background information 
 

What actions have you taken to promote the welfare of animals in the past? (Please include any action 
taken in an official or unofficial context.) 

As Mayor and previously as a member of City Council, I have supported policies and partnerships that 
promote humane treatment of animals, protect wildlife, and strengthen services for pet owners and animal 
welfare organizations. 

I was the lone vote against the 2016 deer cull and consistently led to accomplish non-lethal management 
strategies where possible, including sterilization efforts and other alternatives. I led the successful effort in 
2020 to end annual funding for the cull program. 

In 2021, Ann Arbor became the first Midwest city to completely ban the sale of new fur products. 

In 2021, we in collaboration with HSHV expanded "dangerous animal" and "vicious animal" definitions to 
cover attacks on other animals (not just persons); barred breed-based designations; expanded the trap 
prohibition beyond leghold traps to include body-gripping, Conibear, and snare traps; barred removal of 
wild animals from city property without authorization; and expanded beekeeping allowances for 
training/research. 

Ann Arbor passed in 2023 an ordinance that bans the retail sale of dogs, cats, rabbits, ferrets, long-lived 
birds (like cockatoos and macaws), and large reptiles at pet stores or off-site locations like swap meets 
and parking lots. 

More broadly, I have prioritized stewardship of parks, natural areas, and environmental sustainability. 
Protecting habitat, restoring natural areas, and preserving green space supports both wildlife and the 
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health of our ecosystem. Animal welfare is not only about companion animals; it is also about how we 
responsibly coexist with wildlife and care for the environment we share. 

Outside of official duties, I have consistently supported the work of local organizations, volunteers, and 
advocates whose efforts improve outcomes for animals and promote compassionate care across our 
community. 

Are there any animal welfare programs or issues of importance to you that you would take initiative on 
after you are elected?  

I will continue advocating for animals and their protection and humane treatment.  
 
I am now working with the City Attorney’s Office on an ordinance to ban glue traps in Ann Arbor, and I 
support further strengthening protections for all animals.  
 

Will you post information in your campaign materials stating your positions on animal protection issues? 

Yes, and this is a key point of contrast. I have been steadfast in my support of animals, but my opponent 
has repeatedly voted against animal protections and funding: 

● In 2017, as a State Representative, he voted against a bill that would allow shelters to use ICHAT 
to do background checks on people trying to adopt an animal. 

● In 2021, as a State Representative, he voted against obligating people charged with neglecting 
and abusing animals to pay for shelter expenses during court proceedings, despite support for 
the bill by the Huron Valley Humane Society.  

● In 2023, as a County Commissioner, he voted against funding for the Huron Valley Humane 
Society.  

 

Do you have, or have you had in the past, any pets that have made an impact on you personally?  

Yes - my wife Eva and I live with our two dogs, Birdie (7) and Bess (5), and our one cat, Bill Phil McTrill 
(18), the last of the three cats with whom our children grew up. For our entire adult lives, my wife and I 
have treasured our cats and dogs who brighten up our spaces and offer us comfort, love, and joy.  If 
you’re not careful, I will send you pictures.  
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STATE ISSUES: 

Statewide office holders and members of state legislatures influence animal protection policy by 
supporting humane legislation, opposing government programs that use taxpayer funds to harm animals, 
supporting funding for government programs to protect animals and for adequate enforcement of animal 
welfare laws, and opposing inhumane laws or those which weaken current protections. We’d like to know 
your position on the following important animal welfare issues, which are subject to debate in your state. 

 

PETS AND CRUELTY 
 

Puppy Mills: Internet sales, flea markets, face-to-face sales and many pet stores that sell puppies are 
getting those dogs from puppy mills. A puppy mill is an inhumane, high-volume commercial dog breeding 
facility which churns out puppies for profit, ignoring the needs of the pups and their mothers. Dogs from 
puppy mills are often sick and unsocialized. Pet retailers often falsely assure consumers that the puppies 
they offer for sale are raised in reputable or humane breeding facilities, when really, they are coming from 
mass production puppy mills. 
 
Will you support legislation to end the sale of puppies sourced from puppy mills in pet stores?  
 
__X__ Yes  _____ No _____ Not Sure 

 
 

FARM PROTECTION AND FOOD SAFETY 
 

Factory Farming: On factory farms, egg-laying hens are packed into battery cages where they can't 
even spread their wings. Baby calves are taken from their mothers and confined in pens so small they 
can barely move, and pigs are locked in gestation crates the width and length of their bodies, unable to 
even turn around. Michigan currently prohibits the use of gestation crates and veal crates and passed into 
law a ban on the production and sale of eggs from chickens locked in cruel cages, which took effect in 
2025. 
 
Will you oppose efforts to repeal laws which protect animals on farms in Michigan, or efforts to delay their 
implementation? 
 
__X__ Yes  _____ No _____ Not Sure 
 
 
Fashion: Animals need their fur coats more than we do, and whether trapped in the wild or raised on 
farms, animals used in the fur industry suffer immensely. On fur factory farms in the U.S. and around the 
world, millions of rabbits, foxes, mink, and other wild animals spend their entire lives in cramped cages, 
deprived of the ability to engage in natural behaviors — only to be crudely gassed or electrocuted at the 
end. In the wild, animals are caught in crippling leghold traps without food or water, suffering for days 
before they die or are killed. Leghold traps are indiscriminate, often maiming and killing non-target 
animals, like threatened species and even pets—all this in the name of fashion. Prohibiting the sales of 
new fur products will support efforts to end this cruel industry, while still allowing businesses to sell 
vintage or used fur products, and continue services caring for fur products, such as storage and cleaning. 

3 
 



 
   
 
 
Will you support efforts to prohibit the sale of new products containing fur from animals?  
 
__X__ Yes  _____ No _____ Not Sure 

 
 

RESEARCH, TESTING, AND FASHION 
 

Cosmetics Testing: Humane and safe cosmetics can be made using the thousands of existing 
ingredients that have already been approved, and several non-animal safety tests are already available 
for new ingredients. These non-animal alternatives not only save countless animals, but can be cheaper, 
faster, and more relevant to human biology, and therefore more reliable at predicting safety. Countries 
with a collective 1.7 billion consumers, including India and those in the European Union, already prohibit 
the sale of cosmetics tested on animals, and global companies are meeting this demand with cruelty-free 
products. Eleven states in the U.S. prohibit the sale of new cosmetics products tested on animals, and it’s 
expected that more will consider legislation. 
 
Will you support legislation which would prohibit the manufacture and sale of newly animal-tested 
cosmetics? 
 
 __X__ Yes _____ No _____ Not Sure 
 
 
Queenie’s Law: Tens of thousands of dogs are used in research facilities in the U.S. each year, 
including in Michigan’s publicly funded research institutions. Public records show that Wayne State has 
conducted experiments on dogs that range from cutting open their chests to implanting medical devices in 
their arteries to running them on treadmills to heart failure. Queenie was one of these dogs who 
needlessly suffered and died in Wayne State’s laboratories. And despite conducting this type of testing 
since the 1990s, Wayne State has failed to demonstrate that these experiments benefit human patients 
while a number of humane alternatives exist that are better predictors of human health and safety. 
Queenie’s Law (SB 127) would prohibit painful dog experiments at Michigan’s publicly funded institutions, 
giving dogs like Queenie a chance at survival and ending the waste of taxpayer dollars on these outdated 
and cruel practices. 
 
Will you support legislation like Queenie’s Law (SB 127) to end the cruelest animal experimentation 
practices in Michigan’s publicly funded research facilities? 
 
__X__ Yes _____ No _____ Not Sure 

 
 
 

WILDLIFE 
Killing Contests: Wildlife killing contests are organized events in which participants compete for prizes 
to see who can kill the most or the largest animals within a certain time period. Most Americans are 
shocked to learn that thousands of animals – including coyotes, foxes, and bobcats – are killed in these 
events every year across the United States. Despite scientific evidence that shows that killing contests 
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are ineffective at reducing carnivore populations, and a statewide prohibition on predator bounties, 
Michigan hosts dozens of killing contests every year.   
 
Will you support legislation to address killing contests by making it unlawful for any person to organize, 
sponsor, promote, conduct, or participate in a competitive event at which the participants harass or kill 
native carnivores?  

 
__X__ Yes _____ No _____ Not Sure 
 
 
Wolves: The Michigan Department of Natural Resources already provides the state’s ranchers with 
fencing, fladry (rope with flapping flags), and guard animals to protect livestock from native carnivores, 
and has stated that these methods are highly effective. Michigan livestock owners are also compensated 
for confirmed or even suspected losses to wolves. There have been zero documented incidents in which a 
wolf has posed a threat to human safety in the state of Michigan, and in 2024, data from the Department 
of Natural Resources indicate that only three of the 1,000 plus working livestock farms in the upper 
peninsula experienced conflicts with wolves. The state’s wolf population has remained stable across the 
upper peninsula for the past ten years.   
 
Given the lack of scientific justification and overwhelming public opposition to wolf hunting in the state of 
Michigan, will you support legislation to remove wolves from the game species list and oppose legislation 
that encourages a hunting season for wolves? 

 
__X__ Yes        _____ No          _____ Not Sure 
 
 
Captive Wild Animal Performances: Decades of documented animal mistreatment and public 
health risks have greatly reduced the popularity of exhibitions that display or allow public contact with wild 
animals. Despite this, Michigan’s Large Carnivore Act has become progressively weaker, permitting the 
intentional breeding of animals for photo opportunities and relaxing standards for wild animal exhibitors.   
 
Will you support legislation to strengthen Michigan’s Large Carnivore Act by banning the use of large 
carnivores, such as black bear cubs, for public contact?  
 
__X__ Yes _____ No _____ Not Sure  
 
 
Appointments to State Agencies: Michigan state agencies are responsible for a wide range of 
policymaking with immeasurable effects on the state’s animal populations and wildlife habitats. With much 
to gain, special interests often fill state commission seats—where there should instead be a diverse group 
of perspectives, representing the broad interests of the public.   

 

Will you encourage the appointment of a diverse range of experts committed to preserving Michigan’s 
natural beauty and wildlife, backed by science and not by special interests? 
 
__X__ Yes  _____ No _____ Not Sure  
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Thank you for your time! Please return the completed questionnaire to: 
 

Humane World Action Fund 

1255 23rd St NW, Suite 455 

Washington, D.C. 20037 

Phone: (202) 676-2314 

 

Email: info@humaneaction.org 

 

Rev. 1/28/2026  
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